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some of my observations with Cavalier Daily

In 1967, while still » “prospective faculty
member™ from the Middic West, my- first
reaction upon discovering the relative celibate
status of the University was the usual “You're

Mwmmm;m

Frankly, 1 do mbel:v:thel!wdor-
Visitors will decids the issue by choosing
betyeen jumping on the 49 state bandwagon or

siffiply standing pat because it retains lkmd of

uniqug_statistical distinction for .U,
are many obvious practical problems of Iepl.
economic, psychological and ethical nature that
musl be \venghed before the controversy can be

My pnnclpal goal at this time is to examine

ooetuaﬂonu.lﬁehck of it, brings (or mty

bdu)tS!hnwnd In particular, ! want to
draw upon my experience with University

studeats who have come to the Counscling

pnaonm-dy presented are not sick or neurotic

50 much as they are cascs of misunderstanding
based upon lack of simple information. In
short, & great many bright young men are
woefully ignorant about themselves and about
intelligent young women . . . and, Vice versa!
This alleged ignorance appears to be the
product Sf muitiple inter-related conditions
currently evident in mn‘ldle class American life:
adoles-

wide variety of scttings; (S)lg-lndmof-
the traditional differences in sex toles com-
.nwnlyphyedln the-family and larger economic
society; (4) the incressing awareness of mas
society and its incumbent pressurcs; (5) the
nhﬂve ase ' with which affluence can be
obtainéd (and thus the loss-of personal meaning _
for the acquisition of things); and (6) the
changing role of formal retigion from the giver
of absolutes to the creative search for God in
daily kiving,
- Cmame the vet effect of this interweave of
influences must be. confusion concemning the
vital guestion of “who am 17 Ruither, it must
and does not leave college age men and women
witlf mumerous misconceptions, and -irationat
ideas concerning their masculinity, feminity,
i and

{1) an extended
mn devzlomm mhllly fostered by famjly,

hool, government, business and industry, and
chun:n; (D a lack of opportunity to freely

kidding! U.Va.

is a men's school?” In the

some of the psychological implications tiat

explorc healthy heterosexual relationships in &

Operating Cost Problem-

SuccessBankrupts Universities

Reprinted from Fhe Economist,
October 26, 1968,

To most American university
administratoss, the crisis in higher
education means not the noisy de-
mands of studem demonstrators,
but the quiet swish of bills through
their letter-boxes - bills which are
becoming harder and harder to
meet. There are about 2,200 univer-
sities and colleges (including two-
year and four-year institutions) in
the country, some supported pri-
vately, some by the states and
cities, often with substantial help
from private sources. Almost all of
them are feeling the pinch. A ycar
ago Mr. McGeorge Bundy. the presi-
dent of the Ford Foundation. who
was urging the university io-be
more tmdld abml( their “imminent
that_the

students, who require speciatist
staff and equipment. gives the
screw another tum, even though
universities receive a federal grant
for cach Ph.D. student. Federal
loans and grants for undergraduates
have eased the problems of young
people but have sharpened those af
the universities, for tuition and fees
provide well under half of the cost
of instruction. In 1966-67 the aca-
demic deficit on current account
was put at nearly $4 billion,
Federal Aid

This spring the “Association of
American Universities, speaking for
42 leading institutions. both private
and pubtic, appealed for compre-
hensive support from the federal
government - something which the
same association scomed in the

public might be hard to convince,
since the American university has
every appeararice of success.

Tidal Wave

Certainly in scholarship the best
few rivals, while in terms of
accessibility the record is unique.
Over hall of America’s graduates
from secondary school go to col-
fege, a univetsity population twice
that of western’ Europe and more
than double America's own enrol-
ment in 1955, Nor has the trend
toward higher education for the
masses worked itself out. President
Johnson hopes that by 1976 two-
thirds of all secondary school arad-
uates will go on to colleges of some
kind, turning today’s six million
into nine million or more.

This tidal wave means more
classrooms, more staff, more dormi-
toties and facilities. The great pro-
blem is operating costs. In spite of
all the talk about computers and
tefevision, preductivity in _higher
education has grown little. Besides

fifties. Its reporf argues
that no other sousce of support can
be expected, realistically, to grow
fast enough to fill the gap, particu-
larly if spending on higher edu-
cation is"to risg from two per cent
of the gross national product to
three per vent in ihe decatle ahead.
State tas systems are inelastic: com-
petition from other fields for pri-
vate giving is growing; charges for
tuition are tising fast and to raise
them much more would exclude
many of the undesprivileged.
Block gmm are sought from
ot to

needed, it should riot be imagined
that the institutions have got off
scot-free. Mr. Bunday has scolded
them for not managing. their en-
dowments better and for not
making their accounts under-
standable to the public: when he
examined private colleges in New
York State he found their plight
less desperate than he had been ied
to believe and recommanded anty a
modest subsidy. Mr. Pifer has
spoken of the “almost total ir-
rationality, complexity and disor-
derliness” of American higher edu-
cation, with its 2,200 institutions
of widely varying types and wildly
varying standards, its faiture to add
up 16 anything like a national
system or to agree on any policies
to guarantee that the country's
needs are met. He was equally
scathing about the lack of federal
co-ordination.
Long-range Plan

When in February the President
asked a high-fevel government com-
mittee to prepare a long-tange plan
£m the support of higher educati

e laid down his aims: elimination_

of race and income as bars to
advanced study; efficient use of
edvcational resources: promotion
of high quality: the blending of
support for students with that for

each student than the public ones
do, insist that there must be an
allowance for quality.

As examples of other questions
involved, Mr. Harold Howe, the
Commissioner of Education, asks
whether federal aid should be con-
fined to existing institutions (which
would perpetuate any defects or
amissions) or whether it should be
used in part to 1aunch new omes.
Perhaps the geographical distri-
bution of higher education needs
changing, with more opportunities
in the metropolitan areas where
most people live today. How can
thé government make sure that all
sections of society, including mi-
notity groups. get their fair share?
Are mote graduate schools needed
and is there not a risk that, if more
were created (and the money for
them spread more thinly), some
would be second-rate”

Those who know the political
process suspect that any additional
aid to federal education is almost
bound to be spread evenly (and
meagrely) over the whole country
(indeed, unless every state is to get
something, there is unlikely to be
enough political steam to push the
Bill through Congress). Many ex-
perts would consider this regret-
mble Mr. Pifer suggests deliberate
in favour of the in-

the ing of the
of colleges and uni-

take the pl:cc of» these present
sources of income: diversity of
support is regarded as a safeguard
of academic freedom and auto-
nomy, even when it is only a
diversity in the sources of federal
funds. (At present every federal
department but the Post Office and
Treasury has relations with the uni-
versities, mainly through contracts
fot research.) Mr. Alan Pifer. the
president of the Carnegie Founda-

versities, and the continuance of
support for them from state and
private saurces. A few years ago
this committee might have been
concerned with issues that have
faded considerably — the contro-
versy over government aid to
church-related colleges and fear of
federal control. If today the real
issues are different. they are not
fess far-reaching or contraversial. 1€
there is to be federal aid that is not

stitutions which are atready distin-
guished, to_create a group of “na-
tional  universities:” these would
provide superb training for profes-

sionats of att kinds. Mr. Ctark Kerr.-

now chairman of the Carnegie Com-
mission on the Future of Higher
Fducation, agrees that there must
e ‘incentives for the improvement
of quality and that the growing
number of American universities of
wortd rank is among the country’s
greatest resources. On the other

Cida af the cnin thers ic snme Amrke

ability to belong to any “community.” I regard
the search for relatively successful individual
solutons to these “identity crises™ ad a prere-
quisite for developing human beings-capable of
meeting the myriad problems of mankind.
Could anything be more central to the goals of
liberal education?

Perhaps the area lteast open to a search for
truth in  American academic teaching
departments is that of sexual identity and the
peculiar condition called “love™ that sometimes
accompanies sexual relationships. To be sire,
many departments of English, Anthropology,
Sociology, Psychology, etc., have helped stu-

dents explore scgments of this complex situ-
ation; but the intimate centricity of love, sexual
and has

€lp indearch For Male delt-L
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examining its goals and curricutum, for the
suckess of cocducation is closely HEd o the
processes and content of academic offerings.

T have always assumed that muculid!y
could_best be understood, spprecisted, and

affieméd when healthy xamples of feminity

weze wvailable for comparison. In such a setting

the unique and the aspects of
each identification could be worked out
through normal explorations _which woukd
move at mutually agrecable pace. Frantic week-
end body grabbing in an alcohotic hize would

not cease, but its shallowness would become

strikingly evident when more satisfying alter-
natives are available. "
Siiperiority Myths

As it stands now, many U.Va under-
graduates are free to develop or retain unchal-
tanged myths of male superiority. This pleasant
but false security - blanket is sometimes woven
to hide uncomscious fears that ‘women
may really be stronger (equally mythicai) but it
is usually constructed to bolster the normal
male doubts about his competence before he
tests fimself in the world of work. Success as
an adult male is tied closely to job success and

 college is “make belicve™ proparation.

The fear of a woman's power of acceptance
or rejection is not without foundation during
this phase of male development. Many U.Va.,
men were largely raised by women and Llr;cly
taught by women. As children they heard

message that this is a man’s world, but women
seemed to be in charge of everything in their
world (including sex).

Money Pump

This overexposure to feminine influence
and power is frequently made possible by the
prsychologlul abdication of the Father from his
malo role. Ded spends of his time st the
office, in front of the TV, or pursuing hobbies
that take him away frém his wife and family
becanse they offer greater self-esteem than the
uncertainities of intimate familial roles. Good
old Dad becomes identified with a money
pump because this is only function his son has
observed.

Another cqually disastrous situation is en-
countered when Father, invoking his myths of
male superiority, tries to over direct his son's
Tife. Usually lhe wife/mother “rescues” the boy

In general, | lhmi our nudems -‘ ying,
“We're busy but we get bored with ourselves.
weekends

That's 'why wo blast on and join EN -
Banena. More coeds on the grounds will liven
things considerably en s day to day basis™
Despite the fact thaf over 1200 women are now
enrolled, the mass of male students are still
looking “off grounds." I have a hunch that
U.va.
first year class in intograted sexually.
. ‘Walking Phonies

Perhaps one of the greatesi practical psycho-
fogical aids that women can provide for met is
the sympathetic lisicning car pfthe trifsted gid
friend. Whereas many a U.Va. gentleman will
encumber himself with the attitude that he dare
not admit weskness in front of othei male

friends, he can ofter overcome this more casily -

with his girt. This helps relieve his anxiety and

will remain “invible” until the

he Froquently learns fhat haviig weaknesics B—
human i

nothing to get ail hung up about,

He also learns that she mecds him and this
realistically supports his own scnse of male
cofnpetence. | definitely regard this pscuda-
-masculine image (super-cavalier?) of apparent
external infallibility as one of the major
psychological detercents to self undetstanding
on the grounds today. Many of our students are

w:.l.hng around fecling like phonics because
tiey ate “‘acling™ a role they sense is not
authentic. .

Pattnership of Equals

It should be evident by now lha( my theme
is “Let’s realistically evaluate the partnership
possibilities with women. Let us understand the
healthy and progressive sensc of well being
which comies from complementary relagionships
worked out in real life experiences. Let us
understand the retardive and self-destructive
aspects of unchallenged fantasies built upon

with misguid
producing, km and attention. Little wonder
that numbers of young men want to'httend an
all male school and literally get away from the

worked against open discustion (and laboratory
exploration!). The conspiracy of silence has
been 3 destructive element in American sex/
lave life for many generations.

In my own experience (academic, that is) |
vividly tecall an undergraduate psychology
course entitled “Marriage and the Famil;
Only two days out of the entire semester’s.—
waork were devoted to the sex and lave aspects ™
of martiage! In addition, on those two'days the
men in the class met at ome hour and the
women met at another! No discussion between
the scxes was allowed. Little wonder that forces

wiside the cl {a-pradging nod-4

influcnces they have known!

However, it is a short lived escapt and the real

world demands more effective adjustments.
Unlearn Nonsense

Modesn marriages require educated partnicrs &
and

open, non-defensive, communication to
survive and grow in depth of meaning, Modern
families need intelligent, sensitive husband/fath-
ers who are secure in their sense of masculinity
(not threatened by ‘women or intimacy) and
who can act as authentic models for their
children. Yes, a U.Va. man can adequately learn
to accept and accurately assess himself after his
college days: it just means h

Heffner) could best start a veconsxdenlmn o
such a controversial, but vital, life issue. Histor-
catly. of course, the Kinsey research group grew
as a separate entity at Indiana University and its
birth required great moral courage on the part
of the President & Board of Trustees in the face
of public criticism. Masters & Johnson's work
at Washington University enjoyed similar ad-
ministrative suart. However mare tunical nf

TAIZATT §OBY O nonsense he
living in a_ heterosexual vacuum.

This vacuum also produces immediate prob-
lems as well as those of the future. Some recent
discussions with fratemity men and residence
hall counselors lead me to think that much
frustration expressed directly via physical dam-
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thweat and fear.” 1 definitely bee
tieve that men can lead productive tives without
women - and vice versa: what we are arguing
for is an environment considered most prefer-
able™= not perfect! Bi undergraduate
whmen to U.Va. rust not be likened to asking
the gitls to join s in the men’s locker room!
~We can appreciate the best aspects of ferninin-

ty when women are not available 100% of the
time and the right o solitude is respected.

As | consider the future of relations be-
tween the sexes in this country, [ can only
conclude that we had best face,up and fully
acknowledge the situation as a partnership of
different, but tomplementary. equals. The con-
cept of a relationship built upon the archaic
attitude that one menber is inherently superior
and the other inherently inferior should pass
into an appropriate limbo. U.Va. can help the
majority of+«#e male undergraduates scarch
imore effectively for realistic and acceptable
masculine self concepts by providing for the
admission of women students to the College of
Arts and Sciences. The students will take it
from there.
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