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Department of Religious Studies
RELA 345/ARTH 345 AFRICAN ART 
Class: Tues & Thurs, 





Instructor: Benjamin  Ray

9:30-10:45am, PV 8, 103 





Dept. of Religious Studies

Computer Lab: Tues (& Weds), 




103, Cocke Hall

7-7:50pm, CAB 210 





Technology Teaching Assist.

Ethan Comstock

Books for Purchase 

Perani & Smith, The Visual Arts of Africa. 

Woodward, African Art.

Ray, Rela 345/Arth 345: African Art  (Brillig Books, Elliewood Ave.) 

______________________

Purpose of the Course:

Each student will design an exhibition of African art incorporating the results of the student's study of African art for presentation on the Web. The exhibitions will contain an introductory explanation of the exhibit's theme, images of selected African art objects, relevant field-context images, descriptive labels, and other explanatory textual materials. The images of African art will be taken from collections at the Bayly Museum of the University of Virginia, the Fowler Museum of Cultural History, the Hampton University Museum, and online museum collections. The course includes the following components: a brief history of African art studies; African ritual and cosmology; analysis of African art exhibition catalogues; library research on selected art objects; the exhibition of African art in museum contexts; training in making Webpages and in image processing. The aim of the course is to create exhibitions of African art that attempt to be true to the objects  while placing them in an educational environment of value to the exhibitor and the viewer alike.
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Jan 16   

Lecture: Introduction to the course: Class Webpage

 
Exhibition projects, Textbooks, Packet, Map Handout

Online  Resources , Reserve list of books, articles.

Jan 21 

Lecture: Ancient African Art, Types of African Art,

The Study of African Art

Reading: Perani & Smith, Visual Arts of Africa, Ch 1 Introduction.
Lab: Setting up Home Directory files, Searching image collections.

Jan 23 


Lecture: Yoruba Art I: Objects and Contexts

Reading: Perani & Smith, Visual Arts of Africa, Chs 5 & 6.

Jan 28

Lecture: Asante Art I: Objects & Contexts


Reading: Perani & Smith Visual Arts of Africa, Ch. 4 (pp. 103-25)


Quiz on Yoruba
Lab: Importing/copying images to Home Directory, file names, extensions.

Jan 30


Lecture:  Masks I: Dogon, Bwa, Nuna, Bamana

Reading: Perani & Smith Visual Arts of Africa, Ch. 2

Quiz on Asante
Lab: Importing images & text files to Home Directory

Beginning Dereamweaver

Feb 4

Lecture: : MasksII : Mende, Dan, Guro, Punu

Reading, Perani & Smith, Visiaul Arts of Africa, Ch. 2
Quiz  Masks I

Lab: Dreamweaver

Feb 6

Lecture: Masks III: Kuba, Pende, Songye, Chokwe


Reading: Perani & Smith Visual Arts of Africa, Chs. 8 & 9


Quiz on Masks II


Meetings with instructor to choose exhibit theme

Feb 11 

Lecture: Yoruba II: Objects  & Contexts,

Video: “African Art”
Reading: : "Yoruba: Nine Centuries of African Art," Packet

Quiz on masks III

Meetings with instructor to choose exhibit theme
Lab: Dreamweaver

Feb 13

 NO CLASS

Feb 18 

Lecture: Yoruba III: Objects & Contexts

Reading: Thompson, "Yoruba Artistic Criticism," Packet

Map Quiz
Lab: building exhibits

Feb 20

Lecture:  Yourba IV: Objects & Contexts

Lamidi Fakaye Sculptures

Readings: Pemberton: "Arts & Rituals" for Yoruba Kings," Packet

Feb 25 

Lecture: Asante II: Objects & Contexts


Readings:  Robbins, "Displaying African Art," Packet

Feb 27


Mid-term: Web min-exhibitions due, six objects and descriptive texts 

class presentations, student evaluations

Mar  3rd - 7th  S P R I N G B R E A K

Mar 11 

Lecture: Asante III: Objects & Contexts

 Using  The Grove Dictionary of Art, online version

Lab: Scanning & Dreamweaver

Mar 13

Lecture: Exhibit Reviews, & guidelines for final exhibits

Mar 18  Lecture: Senufo, Guro, Baule


Reading: Perani & Smith, Visual Arts of Africa, pp.  64-69, 99 - 102.

Mar 20  Class will-be-held-in-the Bayly Art Museum, Rugby Road
Bayly Museum Visit: African art objects up close
Lab: Building exhibits

Mar 25 

Lecture: Exhibiting African Art

Reading: Vogel, "African Sculpture: A Primer," Packet.
Lab: building exhibits

Mar 27

 Lecture: Punu, Mende, Yaka,


Reading: Perani & Smith, Visual Arts of Africa, 



Reading: Karp, "Culture & Representation" Packet.

Apr 1


West Africa: Kingship Benin, Fon

Reading: Karp, "Other Cultures in Museum Perspective," Packet
Lab: Image processing

Apr 3

Lecture: Exhibits & Museums

Reading: 

Apr 8  

Lecture: Review of Exhibit Guidelines

Reading: Vogel, "African Sculpture, A Primer"

Lab: image processing

Apr 10

 
Lecture: Writing labels and texts

Video:  “In and Out of Africa”
Apr 15 

Lecture:  African art objects Yaka, Kota, 

Reading:

Lab: building exhibits

Apr 17 

Lecture: Exhibit discussions

Apr 22 

Final Web exhibitions, presentations, evaluations.

Apr 24 

Final Web exhibitions, presentations, evaluations.

Apr 29

Final Web exhibitions, presentations, evaluations.
Important Dates
January 29th Last day to Drop a Class

January 31st, Last day to Add a Class, Change CR/NC option.

March 19th, Last day to Withdraw from a Course.

April 29th, Last day of classes.
