Architecture 1010

Assignment # 9

Issued: 10/10/2009

Due: 10/16/2009

FIELD CONDITIONS/PRIMARY GEOMETRIES & THE GENERATIVE FIGURE

JEFFERSON/VENTURI & AALTO 
Jefferson’s Academical Village (1826), Venturi’s House for His Mother (1965), and Aalto’s Villa Mairea in Finland (1938) are all eclectic projects as they link long, long ago, and far, far away to here and now. They link the space between Nature and History, Landscape and Memory, for an Architecture Parlante to serve Narcissus and Echo. Diana Agrest calls for an Architecture Between Memory and Amnesia as you begin to consider the connections between Lessons of the Lawn and Lessons of Making.

Return to the Jefferson Exhibition at the University of Virginia Art Museum at least twice this week first after the Venturi and then the Aalto lectures.

Study specifically Jefferson’s drawings on gridded graph paper in pen and ink of the Rotunda documented in plan, section and elevation.
Articulate formal connections to Venturi’s House in Chestnut Hill, Pennsylvania and Aalto’s Villa Mairea in Finland:

1.What preconditions do they share? 
2.Do all three projects share the same syntax of structure?
3.How do all three employ the easy pieces and the difficult whole?  
4.What are the compositional strategies and aspects of transformation and change?
5.How have all three architects employed field conditions, primary geometries and the generative figure to tell a story of making a place between Nature and History?

Inventory with diagrams and comments on post card format: (text on one side/ diagram on the other) the primary geometries: circle square and triangle in distinct permutations and combinations encountered first in Jefferson, then overlaid on Venturi, and finally collaged onto Aalto complex and contradictory house and garden. Field Conditions will ground all the postcards and errant generative figures will trespass on occasion. The number of post cards should be a minimum of 15 and a maximum of 256.
